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March 2011, Issue 2 

Note from the Editor- 

Hello and Welcome to 
the newest version 
and issue of The Brick 
Letter. In this issue you 
can read about this 
months best MOC’s, 
our upcoming events 
in our monthly calen-
dar, News from the 
lego world and many 
articles and tutorials. I 
want to thank every-
one who has contrib-
uted to this issue and 
has helped to make it 
a success. I would also 
like to Welcome any 
new readers and 
hopefully you will find 
this letter interesting.  
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Inside this issue: 

Blhc11 the 
great has re-
cently revealed 
his latest LDD 
MOC. This 
lovely interpre-
tation of the 
1960’s Batmo-
bile from the 
Classic Series is 
wonderful to look at and includes loads of little details. It really does de-
serve MOC of the Month for March with very little beating it in popularity 
and design. I am sure we will be seeing more from Henri soon with more 
Classic Batmobiles from 80’s and 90’s Bat Movies. Go over to the thread in 
our LDD forum now to view more pictures and comment on this great crea-
tion.  Also, if you are really inter-
ested in getting into building 
with LDD or already build with 
LDD then there is something ex-
citing coming and new coming 
to The Brick Hope which I am 
sure you will all enjoy. 

 MOC of the Month 

LUG’s and the Importance of Community 

Over the last few years the 
number of local LUG 
groups across the world 
has grown steadily with 
more and more adults 
‘coming out’ as it were 
and admitting there love 
of lego. As many members 
of LUG’s know, it is an im-
portant part of the AFOL 

lego life and can really 
help in both building skills 
and imagination skills. Be-
ing part of a Lego User 
Group can open up a new 
area of our favorite hobby. 
Joining these groups can 
help you, as an individual, 
feel more comfortable 
with Lego and even inspire 

you to build new and 
even more exciting crea-
tions. Your skills WILL 
grow as you learn tips 
and techniques from 
fellow enthusiasts and 
watching how they work 
on their own creations.  

 

“Awesome! Its like there is a new 

age of LDD on the Brick Hope “ 

Ali Cooper-Williams 
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just prefer yellow to flesh, as a 
personal choice on which 
works better with what they 
are building. 
We cannot, 
however, for-
get about the 
majority of 
those who 
strongly like 

and frequently use those heads 
which some find alien. Every-
one has their own opinion on 

the matter but 
what we all agree 
with is that it’s the 
way you use them 
that is important. 
Diversity is the only 
way forward. 

Simply putting it some people 
think that lego should never 
have changed head colors  to 
flesh from classic yellow. Even 
though this change only applies 
to Licensed Themes it means 
that these heads and often tor-
sos can no longer be incorpo-
rated into scenes with Classic 
Minifigures. Others, however, 

Ok, so you slaved over tub of 
bricks for years, always having to 
dig for one piece, extending your 
building time. You want to sort it 
all. You know you are going to 
need to do it eventually, now is 
the time. All you need is some 
space, look, next lets look at the 
sorting process: 
Step 1: 
You want to do this over the 
course of a weekend. Find that 
space, and find all of your bricks, 
every single one that is not in a 
MOC. Lay down a sheet or tarp, 
this will help in clean up. Now 
pour all the bricks into one big pile 
and take a photo or two if you 
want. Now for the fun part. Find a 

Colour, any Colour, that you have a 
lot of, for example bley. Dig though 
your pile and any Bley parts you find 
put in this pile. Do not confuse Col-
ours! So repeat this for every Colour 
you find.  
Step 2: 
Now, choose a Colour, any Colour 
and sort by category, bricks, slopes, 
ETC. Once you have this done put 
each category in a Zip-lock and label 
the bag. Then if you have bins, boxes, 
or Milk Crates, but all the bags of one 
Colour in one box, then label the box 
with the Colour. Stack these up in 
your building area; this should 
streamline building a bit. But if you 
have a larger collection continue to 
step 3! 
Step 3: 

You have them sorted by category, 
but you still find it hard to find that 
one piece. This will cost some, but 
it is worth it. Order a few hard 
plastic 40 drawer organizers. Look 
in one of your bags in a random 
Colour. What Colour do you have 
the most of? Say you have a lot of 
2x2 blue bricks. Take one of the 
organizers, use your label maker to 
mark the large bottom drawer 
“NORMAL BLUE” Next mark the 
cabinet “2x2” There is no need for 
“blue” Because the entire organ-
izer is blue parts. Repeat until all 
you parts are sorted this way. It 
will take time, keep this in mine. 
This could take days if not weeks 
to sort your bricks, don't give up.                    
Octan 

 We have just 
launched our new 
premier blog. Show-
ing the latest news 
from around the 
internet– Add it to 
your favourites! 

 

Why do some have problems with Flesh heads? 

Sorting and Storing Lego 

LAUNCHED NOW– THE BRICK HOPE BLOG 
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During the past month the site 

has seen loads of new MOC’s 

from new and old members 

alike. The first is from Flare. 

This colorful lit-

tle space ship is 

an example of 

modern design 

and artistic 

color. The winds 

and cockpit 

show a real 

sense of style 

and I am sure 

we will see some as brilliant 

again from Flare. The second 

MOC this month is CaptStab-

bins rolling stock. A real classic 

design which is 

not only good to 

look at but stays 

true to the Clas-

sic lego train 

sets. You can 

view more roll-

ing stock in our 

town forum.  

The final MOC is 

‘A Fabuland Winter Village’ 

created by Octan. These sort of 

builds are not common for our 

site especially Fabuland. It is 

really good to see some diversi-

fication in what our members 

build and how they build them. 

This MOC is big and bold but 

not without detail, the build-

ings and ice slope cry out Holi-

day fun and if you haven’t seen 

this yet then get to our forum 

and view loads of more pic-

tures. 

 

 

MOC’s of the Month 
This week we have 3 top MOC’s 
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Member Interview– The Empire 

Burman: How did you come up with your username? 
Empire: Simple, I'm just obsessed with the Galactic Empire.  
 
Burman: When did you start collecting Lego? 
Empire: Well, about 4 years ago. I won a contest, and got 50 USD. I decided to try out this "LEGO Star Wars", after 
seeing a commercial more the Naboo Starfighter. I went to TRU, and got the Clone and Droid Battle pack. (The old 
ones). But I did have some Knights Kingdom II two years earlier, that I (thankfully) dug up. 
 
Burman: What was your first Lego set? 
Empire: My first LEGO set was a Knights Kingdom II set, possibly Knight's Castle wall. My first figure was the UFO 
red robot that my neighbours gave me. But the set that got me into LEGO is the old Clone Troopers battle pack. 
 
Burman: What is your most Impressive MOC yet? 
Empire: I'm not really a MOCer, but my most impressive display would be all my minifigs dancing and having a 
good time for my birthday. but my most impressive MOC will come soon, being a big LEGO SW ship.  
 
Burman: When did you first get involved in online lego sites? 
Empire: I got involved about 2 years ago, when I joined and participated in Rebelscum.com's LEGO section. But my 
true involvement actually started on Eirebricks. 
 
Burman: How do you feel about the growth of the Brick Hope? 
Empire: I'm glad TBH is growing! The community is starting to grow, and TBH has had (and will have) many more 
fun and exciting contests, Mafia games, discussions, raffles, and other activities! 
 
Burman: Can you give any clues to future contests or competitions on TBH? 
Empire: I can give you one hint about one I've been thinking about for a long time: SWNP. 
 
Burman: What would you say to those who think they can't MOC or don't have the skill to do so? 
Empire: Well, I can't really MOC either, but if they really want to MOC, they have to think about what they're go-
ing to do first, and make sure you have the pieces to do it, too! Then you'd take your good old time and make your 
image. If you don't like it, re-do it!  
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“The Brick Hopes premier Mafia game has started and 

it is set to be an exciting one. If you want to join then 

there still might be time to fit your character in. The 

City of Brick Hope always Welcomes new residents and 

the people will Welcome you just as much… if you don't 

get on the wrong side of some of them” 

Join up and seize the opportunity to have some fun. 

With the launch of this new Brick Letter we also have the 
launch of a newer innovation for our forum. We can offi-
cially launch the Brick Hope blog.  

This blog will serve us in bringing you all the latest news 
and MOC’s from around the internet. You can also access 
the Brick Letter from the site. The blog started from an 
idea many months ago and over the last month we have 
been developing the site and started reporting on news 
and MOC’s.  

If you go to the site now you will see an array of interest-
ing blogs for you to read and view.  

The LEGO history began in 
1932 in Denmark, when Ole 
Kirk Christiansen founded a 
small factory for wooden toys. 
To find a name for his company 
he organized a competition 
among his employees. As fate 
would have it however, he him-
self came up with the best 
name: LEGO – a fusion of the 
Danish words “Leg” and “Godt” 
(“play well”).  
 
Barely 15 years later 
Christiansen discovered plastic 
as the ideal material for toy 
production, and bought the 
first injection moulding ma-
chine in Denmark. His courage, 
input and investment paid off: 
in 1949 he developed the LEGO 
brick prototype, which contin-
ues to excite countless children 
and adults to this very day. 
Over the years he perfected 
the brick, which is still the basis 
of the entire LEGO game and 
building system today. Of 
course there have been small 
adjustments in shape, colour 
and design from time to time, 
but today’s LEGO bricks still fit 
bricks from 1958. 

History of  
Lego 

The Brick Hope Blog 

Insight into Staff: The  Empire 

Empire has been a devoted Staff member 
of the site since is began in September 
2011. He has constantly strived for an 
excellent quality forum for all members 
and provide many features to keep the 
forum fun and fresh. Recently, he has 
headed the forum’s first Mafia game 
which has proven to be popular for the 
site and we all look forward to reading it. 
Empire has the highest post count and all of them are very 
meaningful to both normal members and staff a-like. To round 
up, if you want a member who you can trust, who is helpful and 
who is fun at the same time them Empire is your man.  
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Review by General Redwater:  

Name: Barnacle Bay Value Pack 
Theme: Pirates 1 

Pieces: 89 
Price: Now, about $100.00 USD 
Info above from Brickset.com 

 
I don't have the original instructions, so I used Printed ones. They were nice, nothing too compli-
cated, and easy to follow. I miss the old set pictures next to painted backgrounds, I think it looks 
better then the computer ones. The box is also quite small, expected of sets from this period and 

it has some nice pictures for illustration. 

Accessories- 
You get two swords, three pistols, and a musket. I think that's 
pretty good for such a small set. I prefer these Pirates1 accessories 
to the new Pirates line, they have a better quality plastic. 
 

 
Minifigures- 

You get four Minifigs with this set. Two amazing Redcoats, and 
two Pirates. These figures are not the rarest but good to have in 
any collection. The Redcoat classic uniform is on both, along with 
two classic smiley's. Nothing much else besides the backpack. 
These were the times when back printing was very rare. 
 
We have a normal Pirate, which frequently appeared in Classic Pi-
rate sets  and captain Ironhook.  As with Redcoats, no back print-
ing. These figures are also nice to have with some general torso 
printing which means they can be used again. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brickset.com/
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Parts of this Set- 
Redcoat camp: We have a fire, carved rock, and a bush. Small but nice 
and one which can easily be added to future and previous releases. 
These small scenes are cute and cheap, something which lacks in new 
releases 
 
They fit nicely. It comes with a red cone for the officer, it could either 
be a sausage, or he's fixing his sword. I don't know.........maybe he just 
likes looking at it? The rock is also a rack that can fit two weapons. An 
small feature which is only expected with small sets like this. 
 

Pirate Cannon: As you can see it's just a plate with a bush. The only really good part is the can-
non, and the nice design on it. This should have been expected with most of the attention paid 
above on the Redcoat Camp. 
 
Pirate Outpost: It's the biggest part of the set, and it looks 
quite nice. The outpost is built into the rock with two large leaf 
pieces covering the entrance and treasure. There's a nice place 
where you can put the minifigure on top. This simple building is 
Classical with very little building detail and mainly black and 
grey. 

Final thoughts: I though it was a great set, I like how many figs 

there are for such a small set, and all three little parts.  

Design: For an older set it looks nice. I dislike how there is 

very little room on all three, and just rocks takes a little 

away. 7/10 

Build: Easy to follow directions, and not many parts. I recom-

mend it for all ages. 10/10 

Playability: Even now I feel like having the Redcoats charge the cannon. The leaf cover and Red-

coat outpost really present playability to younger children. 10/10 

Parts: Great array of elements. Cannon looks very nice. 9/10 

Opinion: This neat little set is the perfect starter for any Classic Pirate fan and I advise you to get 

it if you see it. An excellent set, with excellent minifigures- I give it all as a whole a 8.5/10 
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Brickfoot7 has revealed a project due to be made this 
summer. Battle for the Eiffel Tower is a Star Wars re-
lated filming and the trailer which can be seen in our 
Brickfilm forum will get everyone excited. We are 
counting down the days until it is revealed. 

I am sure everyone will wish both artists Good Luck 
in their new projects. If you wish to get into Brick 
Filming then you can take inspiration from Brickfoot 
and start your own project. Start of small and take 
your time. There is no rush or any time boundaries, 
so make it as short or as long as you want. The only 
opinion that counts is your own– So believe that you can do it. 

Lego Digital Designer– An Overview  

Over the last few months our LDD forum has grew and now features many MOCs from many members. 
The draw is the fact that, obviously, no lego is needed and members who would normally not MOC can 
easily with some clicks on the keyboard. Today, we feature a wide range of MOCs from members who fre-
quently and infrequently build.  

Henri presents us with some Lego Pokémon, a childhood classic in his latest LDD MOC. 

JCC, our friendly Admin gives us his fun interpretation of a battle 
ship.. The Plum Ship. This purple coloured ship certainly shows 
some skill with LDD. 

 

 

This brilliant MOC shows a high level of 
detail and must be seen in greater detail to 
get the full delight. You can view these 
MOCs and many more in our LDD forum.  
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 Review: Collectible Minifigures Series 4 

Number 1: Gnome: This is a pretty nice figure that fits in with 
the Series 3 Fisherman and is the first Collectible Minifigures to 
feature short legs. 

Number 2: Kimono Girl: This figure is a great Traditional one and 
will fit in with figures like the Series 1 Ninja and the Series 3 
Samurai.  

Number 3: Musketeer: The Musketeer comes with a great new 
selection of parts for Pirates and Castle creations. recommend buying 3 for those who have the 
money.  

Number 4: Punk Rocker: The Punk Rocker is probably one of the coolest Lego figures ever made. 
The Guitar and hair look splendid. 

Number 5: Surfer Girl: The Surfer Girl is a good addition to any beach scene and goes with the Se-
ries 2 male version. 

Number 6: Viking: This version of the Viking is the best so far, especially with the detailed print-
ing.  

Number 7: Monster: The monster, although fairly simple looks really impressive and is a great im-
provement on the last one.  

Number 8: Hockey Player: This minifigure make a great add on for a Lego Sports collector and 
comes with a great selection of new parts.  

Number 9: Street Skater: Although Lego has already made a Collectible Skater this figure isn't too 
bland, especially with the new beanie piece, back printing and the printed skate board.  

Number 10: Sailor: The sailor explores a new theme for Lego and along with the winking expres-
sion and the printing looks great.  

Number 11: Soccer Player: Another great sports figure, the soccer played features a silver trophy 
and lots of printing. 

Number 12: Werewolf: This werewolf goes with the monster nicely and the ripped-shirt effect 
looks really impressive.  

Number 13: Hazmat Guy: Probably the most impressive and long awaited Minifigure the Hazmat 
guy does not disappoint.  

Number 14: Artist: With the new paintbrush and pallet pieces, 
this Artist is really a unique figure that looks outstanding.  

Number 15: Ice Skater: The ice skater is a pretty impressive fig-
ure with her cloth dress and new hairpiece.  

Number 16: Mad Scientist: The Mad Scientist is an awesome 
figure and the most rare figure in Series 4. 

Out of all the Collectible Minifigure Series’ this is one of the 
best yet with many new ideas and moulds. This series is a must 

have and will impress everyone. 

Adapted from Ben the Lego Builder @ MocPages review of series 4 
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 Interview with JCC1004 

 
Burman: How did you come up with your username? 
JCC1004: Before I was a LEGO fan I was a Star Wars Prequel trilogy fan. I was obsessed with Clone Troopers, 
Phase II primarily. I amassed a good amount of different action figures of various clones including every version 
of Commander Gree ever sold plus the original Gree still carded and hanging on my LEGO room wall. Com-
mander Gree is my favourite clone trooper partially due to the fact that my second favourite colour is green and 
there was not any canonical purple clones that where known about at that time. Gree's unit number is CC-1004, 
the CC standing from Clone Commander. The J in my username stand for Jedi. I removed the hyphen because I 
personally didn't like how it looked in JCC1004. So essentially my username stand for Jedi Clone Commander 
Gree.  
 
Burman: When did you start collecting Lego? 
JCC1004: I started having a collecting interest when I was around Empire's age when the new Star Wars Episode 
was coming out and LEGO was producing sets for it. Before that it wasn't a collection just several sets among 
my other toys. I can't tell you when I started playing with those or anything earlier as I have no idea. I went into 
a small dark age a few years later. Then a year after Episode III sets where released it started again. Sadly I only 
had a chance to get a couple sets from that year and missed out on all the Revenge of the Sith sets. 
 
Burman: What was your first Lego set? 
JCC1004: It's hard to tell but I do recall having 6902 Space Plane. My first set after my dark ages was 6205 V-
Wing Fighter. 
 
Burman: When did you first get involved in online lego sites? 
JCC1004: I don't recall exactly. Sometime in 2008 I ran across FBTB and EB. I joined EB in December of 2008 but 
didn't post until February of 2009. I stuck to only EB for while then I slowly found some other sites that was only 
active on for a while such as The Brick Horizon, Little Brick School House, and a failed forum I helped create 
called TFOL. I then found Eirebricks and since they allowed younger members I joined and showed it to Empire. 
Empire became a Moderator and I a Gentleman. Not long after that tragedy struck and we lost the site and de-
cided to make a new one.  
 
Burman: What are your hobbies and interest outside of LEGO? 
JCC1004: Like I mentioned before I used to collect Hasbro Star Wars action figures, that never really dies in you 
after you collected as long as I have. Now I must admit I don't buy that much any more and what I do is mostly 
Original Trilogy figures with an occasional Clone or two. I also have an interest in collecting loose Vintage 
Kenner Figures. I only have 15 so far but I'm looking for more to work on my collection. There are so many mod-
ern Original Trilogy figures that I would spend forever collecting them. I decided to only get a select few modern 
ones and I'll try to collect all the Vintage figures. As your read below I do have an interest in vintage and antique 
items, this is why I am drawn to the Vintage figure more.  

 
I don't really buy vintage and antique items but I seem to have found a decent amount of them in my parents 
house and my mother doesn't mind if I take a few things I like. It's just really miscellaneous items including 
books. I have a small library in my basement that has quite a few old books.  

 
The only other things that are worth mentioning is my occasional game of Star Wars Battlefront II on my PS2. I 
also have The Force Unleashed and other Star Wars games for it. Also I have LEGO Star Wars I and II, Indiana 
Jones, and Batman games for it.  
 

http://www.bricklink.com/catalogItem.asp?S=6902-1
http://www.bricklink.com/catalogItem.asp?S=6205-1
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Minifig Customization   
Flare has recently posted his new series’ of Custom Minifigures. This project shows that 
our forum is open to all people and his customs have been widely appreciated by our other 
members. The first series includes some new details and techniques which many will have 
not seen before. The pieces used shows a purist design with no decals or custom parts. 
This clean design leads to a higher appreciation of the minifigures. Series two continues 
this trend but shows an improved design and palette. These figures are not to be missed, 
the brilliant presentation just adds to the design . Go and comment now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on Photography - 

Our photography thread has been going strong lately with loads of members contributing towards the 
topic. You can see some really brilliant examples of our artists work below and even more in the thread. If 
you wish to get involved in photography then we will have some tutorials up in the next month. I hope 
these inspire more members to get involved in photography and we may have some contests coming up 
to test your skills. 

Really great examples guys and I hope you will continue to inspire the next generation. Photography can 
be for fun or as a hobby– As you see above some people take simple shots for laughs and others take 
time and effort to get the right shot– they are both equally great.  


